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1
SWITCH-CONTROLLED ENERGY CYCLING
APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application Ser. No. 61/733,113, which was filed on Dec. 4,
2012, and is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

FIELD

This invention relates to the field of energy apparatus. In
particular, this invention relates to a switch-controlled energy
cycling apparatus that shifts energy use between energy
sources while simultaneously providing useful energy exter-
nal to the apparatus.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY

Batteries have been used for many years as areliable source
of energy to power in many different applications, including
portable electronics, vehicles, etc. One advantage of batteries
is that they are portable and can, therefore, provide a source of
energy in locations where energy would otherwise not be
available. Another benefit of batteries, such as lead-acid bat-
teries, is that they can be discharged and recharged many
times. On the other hand, a common problem in the use of
energy sources generally and batteries in particular is that
they usually become hot during use. Generally, any energy
source that generates heat, either in the discharging or
recharging process, will be less efficient than an energy
source that does not generate as much heat. One reason for
this is that the energy is being used to make that heat instead
of for its useful, intended purpose.

Additionally, a disadvantage of some rechargeable batter-
ies is known as the memory effect or the lazy battery effect,
which causes the batteries recharge performance to degrade
over time by gradually reducing the maximum energy capac-
ity. This is caused when batteries are repeatedly recharged
after only being partially discharged. The battery is said to
“remember” the smaller capacity. A similar problem known
as voltage depression occurs when batteries are overcharged
repeatedly and results in the peak voltage of the battery drop-
ping more quickly than normal, even though the total energy
remains the same. Thus, it appears that the battery is drained
more quickly than normal or that it is not holding a full
charge.

Accordingly, there is a need for an energy apparatus that
avoids the above-described problems. In view of the forego-
ing, one embodiment of the disclosure provides an apparatus
and method of providing energy with an energy cycling appa-
ratus. The apparatus includes two or more energy storage
units, including at least a first energy storage unitand a second
energy storage unit, each of the two or more storage units are
connected to a ground and are capable of being activated,
deactivated, discharged and recharged independently from
one another. In certain embodiments, each of the two or more
energy storage units comprises a battery or a capacitor.

The apparatus also includes a control board that is con-
nected to each of the two or more energy storage units. The
control board is operable for controlling an operational status
of each of the two or more energy storage units and of selec-
tively cycling each of the two or more energy storage units
between an inactive state, an active-discharging state, where
at least a first portion of the energy being discharged is pro-
vided for use by a load outside of the apparatus, and an
active-recharging state.

The apparatus also includes at least one sensor that is
configured to monitor at least one of the following measured
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values: total remaining charge in each of the two or more
energy storage units, the percentage of full charge remaining
in each of the of the two or more energy storage units, the
temperature of each of the two or more energy storage units,
the amperage of each of the two or more energy storage units,
the voltage of each of the two or more energy storage units,
and a malfunction in the apparatus. The sensor is configured
to return the sensed value to the control board as a signal.

The control board is programmed to, at a first time period,
set the first energy storage unit to the active-discharging state
and the second energy storage unit to the active-recharging
state, wherein a second portion of the energy being dis-
charged from the first energy storage unit is delivered to and
recharges the second energy storage unit. At a second time
period following the first time period, the control board auto-
matically and in response to receiving a signal at the control
board sent from the at least one sensor indicating that the at
least one sensed values has reached the preprogrammed set
point, cycles the charging state of the first and second energy
storage units to different charging states according to a loop-
ing pattern.

In certain embodiments, the apparatus also includes a third
energy storage unit. The third energy storage unit may be set
to the inactive charging state at the first time period.

In certain embodiments, the looping pattern is manually
programmed. In other embodiments, the apparatus automati-
cally determines the looping pattern. The looping pattern may
cycle each of the energy sources from the active-discharge
state directly to the active-recharge state. Alternatively, the
looping pattern may include a cool off period and cycle each
of'the energy sources to the inactive state for at least one cycle
between transitioning from the active-discharge state to the
active-recharge state or vice versa. In certain preferred
embodiments, when the apparatus detects a malfunctioning
energy source, the looping pattern is automatically altered to
remove the malfunctioning energy source from that pattern.
In other embodiments, the looping pattern is automatically
updated depending on the sensed values or the load.

Finally, in other embodiments, in response to a signal indi-
cating that the temperature of one of the two or more energy
storage units has reached the preprogrammed set point, the
apparatus automatically includes a cool off period in the
looping pattern, where each of the energy sources is cycled to
the inactive state for at least one cycle between transitioning
from the active-discharge state to the active-recharge state or
vice versa.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further advantages of the invention are apparent by refer-
ence to the detailed description in conjunction with the fig-
ures, wherein elements are not to scale so as to more clearly
show the details, wherein like reference numbers indicate like
elements throughout the several views, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting a switch-controlled
energy cycling apparatus according to a first embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram depicting a switch-controlled
energy cycling apparatus according to a second embodiment
of the present invention; and

FIG. 3 is a block diagram depicting a switch-controlled
energy cycling apparatus according to a third embodiment of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Described herein are techniques and apparatus for switch-
controlled energy cycling apparatus. In the detailed descrip-
tion that follows, for the purposes of explanation, examples
and specific details may be set forth in order to provide a
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thorough understanding of the present invention. It will be
evident, however, to one skilled in the art that the present
invention as defined by the claims may include some or all of
the features in these examples alone or in combination with
other features described below, and may further include obvi-
ous modifications and equivalents of the features and con-
cepts described herein.

The benefits and advantages of a switch-controlled energy
cycling apparatus may be further understood by reference to
the drawings wherein like numerals indicate like features in
the drawings. Turning now to the drawings in greater detail
and considering first F1G. 1, there is provided a block diagram
illustrating a simple switch-controlled energy cycling appa-
ratus 100 according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion. In general, this apparatus 100 includes two or more
energy storage units or energy sources 102, which may be
used to provide useful energy and that are capable of being
recharged. Suitable energy sources 102 may include, for
example, batteries or capacitors, superconducting magnetic
energy storage systems or supercapacitors. The apparatus 100
may include more than two energy sources 102 and, prefer-
ably includes a plurality of energy sources. As discussed
below, the apparatus 100 also includes a control box 104, a
ground 106, and a load 108.

The energy sources 102 may be active or inactive (“inactive
energy sources”). If an energy source 102 is active, it is either
being discharged by supplying energy (“active-discharging
energy sources”) or being recharged by receiving energy
(“active-recharging energy sources”). Energy flowing from
an active-discharging energy source 102 may be divided
between providing useable energy outside of the apparatus
100 to the load 108, for example, and being returned to the
active-recharging energy sources. The proportion of energy
provided as useful energy and for recharging energy sources
may be varied according to the needs of the apparatus 100.
For example, if a heavy load 108 is drawing energy, a larger
proportion of energy may be provided as useful energy and
lesser amount provided to recharging.

Energy sources 102 may cycle between the inactive state,
the active-discharging state and the active-recharging state
throughout the operation of this apparatus 100. For example,
as shown in the Table below, at a first time period (T1), if a first
energy source 102 (Energy 1) is in the active-discharging
state (i.e., supplying energy), a portion of the energy may be
directed outside of the apparatus 100 (e.g., for use with a hair
dryer) and the remaining portion of the energy may be used to
charge a second energy source (Energy 2), which is in the
active-recharging state. Later, at second time period (T2),
Energy 1 may cycle to the active-recharging state and Energy
2 may cycle to the active-discharging state.

EXAMPLE 1
ENERGY 1 ENERGY 2
T1 Active: Discharging Active: Recharging
T2 Active: Recharging Active: Discharging

Generally, there is at least one active-recharging energy
source 102 and at least one active-discharging energy source.
However, multiple energy sources 102 can be inactive, dis-
charging or recharging at the same time.

Each of the energy sources 102 is connected to the control
board 104, which manages the cycling process described
above and determines the state of each of the energy sources
102 and determines when and how those states change. The
control board 104 may be programmed to cycle between
energy sources 102 after certain events have occurred, after a
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certain amount of time has elapsed or the apparatus 100 has
reached a certain state. For example, the apparatus 100 may
include one or more sensors 124, such as ammeters, voltme-
ters, or temperature sensors and the logic board 104 may be
programmed to cycle between energy sources 102 once the
remaining charge of any active energy source has reached a
certain preprogrammed voltage or amperage level or limit or
percentage, including either a minimum or a maximum value.
For example, if the voltage in any energy source 102 exceeds
or falls below a specified limit, the control board 104 may
instruct the apparatus to cycle the energy sources. Alterna-
tively, the apparatus 100 may include one or more timers and
be programmed to cycle between energy sources 102 once a
preset amount of time has elapsed since the previous cycle
took place or at a specified time of day.

Alternatively, the apparatus 100 may include one or more
temperature sensors 124 and be configured to cycle between
energy sources 102 if it detects a problem, such as a malfunc-
tioning energy storage unit 102 causing unexpected high tem-
peratures, or a potential malfunction or degradation of the
apparatus’s efficiency, which may be indicated by tempera-
tures that are higher or lower than limits, representing the
expecting operating range. For example, many batteries func-
tion best at room temperature and charging or discharging a
battery in extreme temperatures, either hot or cold tempera-
tures, typically degrades performance or longevity of the
battery. While operating a particular battery at elevated tem-
peratures temporarily may improve the battery’s perfor-
mance, these conditions may shorten the useful life of the
battery if increased temperatures are maintained for an
extended period of time. On the other hand, cold temperatures
may diminish batteries’ capacity. Accordingly, one advantage
of'the apparatus 100 is that maximum and minimum tempera-
ture limits may be set in order maximize the efficiency and
useful service life of the energy source 102.

Additionally, the rate at which a battery is charged or
discharged may affect its capacity and life. Typically, batter-
ies that are discharged at a moderate rate will deliver more
energy over the course of its life than those discharged at a
high rate. Accordingly, in certain embodiments, the apparatus
100 may be used to vary the charge and discharge rates of the
energy sources 102 in order to optimize their capacity and
life.

One way for the cycling process to occur in this apparatus
100 is through the use of a looping cycling pattern, where the
apparatus 100 selectively activates, discharges, charges, and
then deactivates each of the energy sources 102 in turn and in
a looping fashion. For example, the apparatus 100 shown in
FIG. 2 illustrates a slightly more involved apparatus that
includes a total of four energy sources 102 (i.e., Energy 1,
Energy 2, Energy 3 and Energy 4). Using the looping cycling
pattern described above, each of the four energy sources 102
are cycled through inactive and active states in turn. For
instance, as shown in the Table below, when the apparatus 100
is initially activated, at time T1, Energy 2 may be in the
active-discharge state such that it provides useable energy
outside of the apparatus and also to Energy 1, which is in the
active-recharge mode. At this stage of the example, Energy 3
and Energy 4 may be in the inactive state, as shown, or they
may also be in one of the active states. At a second time
period, T2, the control board 104 causes the active and inac-
tive energy sources 102 to cycle. Now, Energy 3 is in the
active-discharge state and Energy 2 is in the active-recharge
state. The process continues in times T3 and T4, as shown,
and then the process repeats according to the looping pattern.
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EXAMPLE 2
ENERGY 1 ENERGY 2 ENERGY 3 ENERGY 4
T1 Active: Recharging  Active: Discharging Inactive Inactive

T2 Inactive
T3 Inactive Inactive

T4 Active: Discharging Inactive Inactive

Active: Recharging  Active: Discharging Inactive
Active: Recharging  Active: Discharging
Active: Recharging

10

Another advantage of this apparatus 100 is that it can
automatically detect and respond to issues that may arise
throughout its operation. For example, if an energy source
102 malfunctions, such as running too long or at too high ofa

temperature, the apparatus 100 may be programmed to deac- 5

tivate the energy source and to remove it from the looping
pattern. In that case, the apparatus 100 would simply skip
over the inactive energy source 102 automatically and with-
out interrupting the operation of the apparatus. For example,

as shown in the Table below, if Energy 2 malfunctions, it ,,

would be deactivated. This feature may be particularly useful
for maintaining the apparatus 100, where storage units 102
must be repaired or removed from the apparatus, without
causing an interruption in the performance of the apparatus.

Additionally, since the units 102 operate separately, uncov- 5

ering a defective unit would be simpler than in an apparatus
where multiple units were operating together at the same
time.

recharge process begins, the recharge process will become
more efficient and effective. Accordingly, in certain embodi-
ments, there is a cool off phase between the discharge and
recharge stages. The active-recharging energy source 102 and
the active-discharging energy source are more than one time
period removed from one another in order to lengthen the
amount of time between the discharge and recharge states,
which provides additional time for the energy sources 102 to
cool. One advantage of having an apparatus 100 with a plu-
rality of energy sources 102 is that the inactive period can be
extended to multiple time periods, providing an even greater
amount of time for cooling.

The apparatus 100 may also be programmed to vary its
looping patterns automatically depending on the needs (i.e.,
load) and conditions of the apparatus. For example, if the
apparatus 100 is operating under a normal load, it may utilize
the looping patterns shown in Example 2. Later, if more
energy is required, the apparatus 100 may activate additional
or all energy sources 102 and use the looping pattern similar
to the one shown in Example 1. Ifless energy is required (such

EXAMPLE 3
ENERGY 2
ENERGY 1 (Malfunctioning) ENERGY 3 ENERGY 4
T1 Active: Recharging Active: Discharging Inactive

T2 Inactive
T3 Active: Discharging

Active: Recharging
Inactive

Active: Discharging
Active: Recharging

Another advantage of this apparatus 100 is that it can be
programmed to avoid some of the inefficiencies of other
energy apparatus described above in order to extend the life
and the capacity of the energy sources 102. For example, the
apparatus 10 may be programmed to reduce and control the
temperature of each of the energy sources 102 through the
cycling pattern employed. As shown in the Table below, in
certain embodiments, energy sources 102 may become inac-
tive for a period oftime following the active-discharging state
and before the active-recharging state. This is advantageous
because it provides time for the inactive energy source 102 to

cool, which will improve the efficiency and life of the energy ¢

source, as discussed above.

40

45

as at night or other times when activity levels are low) or the
apparatus 100 is being maintained, etc., the apparatus may
deactivate and skip certain energy sources 102 altogether,
such as shown in Example 3. Finally, if the apparatus 100
senses that the temperature is too high, it may switch to a
pattern similar to that shown in Example 4.

With continued reference to FIG. 2, a portion of the flow of
energy from Energy 2 is preferably directed by the control
board 104 to a motor 110 that is connected to the board, such
as a DC-powered motor, which converts the electrical energy
from Energy 2 into mechanical energy. That motor 110 may
then simultaneously turn two generators 112 (Generator 1
and Generator 2), thereby dividing the energy and converting
it back into electrical energy. Energy from Generator 1 is
directed to a load 108, where it can be used to power devices

EXAMPLE 4
ENERGY 1 ENERGY 2 ENERGY 3 ENERGY 4
T1 Active: Recharging Inactive Active: Discharging Inactive

T2 Inactive Active: Recharging  Inactive
T3 Active: Discharging Inactive Active: Recharging  Inactive
T4 Inactive Active: Discharging Inactive

Active: Discharging

Active: Recharging

As mentioned before, energy sources 102 often become hot
during discharge as well as recharge. If an energy source 102

that are outside of the apparatus 100. Energy from Generator
2 is directed back through the control board 104 to Energy 1

is immediately recharged after being discharged, it is likely to 65 in order to recharge that energy source 102.

have a high temperature before the recharging process begins.
By allowing the energy source 102 to first cool before the

Once the apparatus 100 reaches the specified set point,
which may be a particular minimum voltage or percent charge
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in Energy 1 or Energy 2, or a specified amount of time, the
control board 104 cycles the apparatus. Now, Energy 3 may
be in the active-discharge state and the now-discharged
Energy 2 is in the active-recharge state. Energy 1 and Energy
4 may be in the inactive state. Thereafter, the apparatus 100
continues to cycle in this manner.

FIG. 3 provides a slightly more involved apparatus 100 that
further includes a plurality of energy sources (Energy 1 thru
Energy 10), a first inverter 114, a second inverter 118, a
variable frequency drive (VFD) 116, a transformer 120, and a
circuit breaker 122. The primary differences in this embodi-
ment from the previous embodiment are the inclusion of
additional energy sources 102 and the ability for this appara-
tus to convert between alternating current (AC) and direct
current (DC).

When the apparatus 100 is activated, the logic board 104
draws direct current from Energy 2, which is then supplied to
the first inverter 114 (Inverter 1), which, in this example, is a
24-volt DC to 220-volt AC power inverter. Inverter 1 then
provides 220 volts AC power to the VFD 116, which, in turn,
provides power to the motor 110. The motor 110 in this case
is a 10 hp 220-volt AC motor. The speed of the motor 110 is
determined by the VFD 116, which enables an operator to
vary the frequency of the motor in order to optimize voltage
and work output based on the speed of the motor. As before,
the DC-powered motor converts the electrical energy from
Energy 2 into mechanical energy. The mechanical energy
simultaneously turns two generators 112 (Generator 1 and
Generator 2), thereby dividing the energy and converting it
back into electrical energy. In certain embodiments, the gen-
erators 112 may be replaced with permanent magnet alterna-
tors. The generators 112 spin at a rate of one-to-one with the
motor 110. In this example, the generators have a rated output
of around 126 amps and 50-volts DC at 5,000 RPM.

From there, power from Generator 1 is delivered to a sec-
ond inverter 118 (Inverter 2), which is also a 24-volt DC to
220-volt AC power inverter. A transformer 120 then lowers
the voltage of the electricity from 220 volts to 110 volts,
which is then fed through a circuit breaker 122. The breaker
122 provides useable power at 110 volts at 30 amps maximum
to aload 108, where it may be used by devices outside of the
apparatus 100. At the same time, power from Generator 2 is
directed back through the control board 104 to Energy 1 in
order to recharge that energy source 102.

Once the apparatus 100 reaches the specified set points, as
described earlier, the control board 104 cycles the apparatus.
This process continues until each energy source 102 has gone
through the entire cycle and then the entire cycle is repeated.

The previously described embodiments of the present dis-
closure have many advantages. The foregoing description of
preferred embodiments have been presented for purposes of
illustration and description. They are not intended to be
exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise form dis-
closed. Obvious modifications or variations are possible in
light of the above teachings. The embodiments are chosen and
described in an effort to provide the best illustrations of the
principles of the invention and its practical application, and to
thereby enable one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the
invention in various embodiments and with various modifi-
cations as are suited to the particular use contemplated. All
such modifications and variations are within the scope of the
invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An energy cycling apparatus comprising:

two or more energy storage units, including at least a first

energy storage unit and a second energy storage unit,
each of the two or more storage units connected to a
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ground and capable of being activated, deactivated, dis-
charged and recharged independently from one another;

a control board connected to each of the two or more energy

storage units and operable for controlling an operational
status of each of the two or more energy storage units and
of selectively cycling each of the two or more energy
storage units between an inactive state, an active-dis-
charging state, where at least a first portion of the energy
being discharged is provided for use by a load outside of
the apparatus, and an active-recharging state; and

at least one sensor configured to monitor at least one of the

following measured values: total remaining charge in
each of the two or more energy storage units, the per-
centage of full charge remaining in each of the ofthe two
or more energy storage units, the temperature of each of
the two or more energy storage units, the amperage of
each of the two or more energy storage units, the voltage
of each of the two or more energy storage units, and a
malfunction in the apparatus, and wherein the sensor is
configured to return a sensed value to the control board
as a signal;

wherein the control board is programmed to, at a first time

period, set the first energy storage unit to the active-
discharging state and the second energy storage unit to
the active-recharging state, wherein a second portion of
the energy being discharged from the first energy storage
unit is delivered to and recharges the second energy
storage unit; to receive the signal from the at least one
sensor; and, at a second time period following the first
time period, automatically in response to the signal at the
control board sent from the at least one sensor determin-
ing whether the signal has reached a preprogrammed set
point, and cycling the charging state of the first and
second energy storage units when the preprogrammed
set point is reached to different charging states according
to a looping pattern.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the two or more energy
storage units includes a third energy storage unit set to the
inactive charging state at the first time period.

3. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the looping pattern is
manually programmed.

4. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the apparatus control
board without manual input automatically determines the
looping pattern.

5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the control board
cycles each of the energy sources from the active-discharge
state directly to the active-recharge state.

6. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the control board is
programmed so that the looping pattern includes a cool off
period and cycles each of the energy sources to the inactive
state for at least one cycle between transitioning from the
active-discharge state to the active-recharge state or vice
versa.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein when the apparatus
control board detects a malfunctioning energy source, the
looping pattern is automatically altered by the control board
to remove the malfunctioning energy source from the looping
pattern.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the looping pattern is
automatically updated by the control board depending on the
sensed values or the load.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein, in response to a signal
indicating that the temperature of one of the two or more
energy storage units has reached a preprogrammed set point,
the apparatus control board automatically includes a cool off
period in the looping pattern, where each of the energy
sources is cycled to the inactive state for at least one cycle
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between transitioning from the active-discharge state to the
active-recharge state or vice versa.

10. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein each of the two or

more energy storage units comprises a battery or a capacitor.

11. A method of providing energy with an energy cycling

apparatus, the method comprising the following steps:

a. providing two or more energy storage units, including at
least a first energy storage unit and a second energy
storage unit, each of the two or more storage units con-
nected to a ground and capable of being activated, deac-
tivated, discharged and recharged independently from
one another;

b. providing a control board connected to each of the two or
more energy storage units and operable for controlling
an operational status of each of the two or more energy
storage units and of selectively cycling each of the two or
more energy storage units between a plurality of charg-
ing states consisting of an inactive state, an active-dis-
charging state, where at least a first portion of the energy
being discharged is provided for use by a load outside of
the apparatus, and an active-recharging state; and

c. providing at least one sensor configured to monitor at
least one of the following sensed values: total remaining
charge in each of the two or more energy storage units,
the percentage of full charge remaining in each of the of
the two or more energy storage units, the temperature of
each of the two or more energy storage units, the amper-
age of each of the two or more energy storage units, the
voltage of each of the two or more energy storage units,
and a malfunction in the apparatus, and wherein the
sensor is configured to return the sensed value to the
control board as a signal;

d. configuring the control board with a preprogrammed set
point for at least one of the sensed values to automati-
cally cycle the two or more energy storage units in
response to the signal received from the at least one
sensor indicating that the sensed value has reached the
preprogrammed set point;

e. at a first time period, setting the first energy storage unit
to the active-discharging state and the second energy
storage unit to the active-recharging state, wherein a
second portion of the energy being discharged from the
first energy storage unit is delivered to and recharges the
second energy storage unit;
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f. using the at least one sensor to obtain the at least one
sensed values;

g. receiving a signal at the control board a signal sent from
the at least one sensor indicating that the at least one
sensed values has reached the preprogrammed set point;

h. at a second time period following the first time period
and after receiving the signal, automatically in response
to the signal, cycling the charging state of the first and
second energy storage units to different charging states
according to a looping pattern.

12. The method of providing energy of claim 11 further
comprising the step of providing a third energy storage unit
set to the inactive charging state at the first time period.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the looping pattern is
manually programmed.

14. The method of claim 11, wherein the apparatus control
board automatically determines the looping pattern.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein the looping pattern
cycles each of the energy sources from the active-discharge
state directly to the active-recharge state.

16. The method of claim 11, wherein the looping pattern
includes a cool off period and cycles each of the energy
sources to the inactive state for at least one cycle between
transitioning from the active-discharge state to the active-
recharge state or vice versa.

17. The method of claim 11, wherein when the control
board apparatus detects a malfunctioning energy source, the
looping pattern is automatically altered to remove the mal-
functioning energy source.

18. The method of claim 11, wherein the looping pattern is
automatically updated depending on the sensed values or the
load.

19. The method of claim 11, wherein, in response to a
signal indicating that the temperature of one of the two or
more energy storage units has reached the preprogrammed set
point, the control board apparatus automatically includes a
cool off period in the looping pattern, where each of the
energy sources is cycled to the inactive state for at least one
cycle between transitioning from the active-discharge state to
the active-recharge state or vice versa.

20. The method of claim 11 wherein each of the two or
more energy storage units comprise a battery or a capacitor.
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